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Mr. Lester Snow
Department of Water Resources
State of California
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SouthDelta ImprovementsProgram

Dear Director Snow.

On behalfofWestlands WaterDistrict, I am writing todayto expressour organization's
supportfor the Departmentof WaterResources' (DWR)SouthDelta Improvements
Program(SDIP).a criticalwater supply.water qualityand environmentalproject
designedto meet California's diversewaterneeds. ThisNovember, DWR and the u.s.
BureauofRecIamation releaseda draft EnvironmentalImpactReport/Statement(EIRIS)
for SDIP,kickingoff an importantpublicreviewand comment process.

Since our inceptionin 1952,WestlandsWaterDistrictbas been striving to provide
reliableand affordablewater supplyto its landownersandwater users of whichthere are
more than600 family fanners and more than 600,000acresfarmed in western Fresno and
Kings County. It is of critical importanceto WestlandsWater District that the best
managementpracticesare utilizedin the water deliverysystemsthroughout our state.

In 2QOO,the state andfederal governmentsinitiatedthe historicCalFed Bay-Delta
Programto managethe Bay-Delta's water resourcesand ecosystem. A unique
collaboratioDof interests supportedthe plan includingenvironmentalorganizations,water
agencies,busjness interests, fiumers,and state and federalwater and fish agencies. SDIP
is the neKtstep forward in this long-termplanningeffort for the Bay-Delta.

SDIP is a responsibleand balanced plan to betterutilize and integrateour existingwater
managementinfrastructurein the Delta. Collectively,it will improveour state's water
supplyreliability,water qualityand the overaJJhealth of the Bay-Deltaecosystem. The
programwin constructseasonaltidal gates to protectfish, and improvewater circulation
and qualityin the Delta, dredge se1ectDeltac~els to improvewater deliveriesfor
local fanners, and allow State WaterProject deliveriesto increasemodestly- onlywhen
neededand environmentallysafe to do so.

Cunently, the state is constrainedin its ability to use surpluswater supplies. We havethe
infrastructureto move tbe water, but until SDIP is approved.the state's water managers
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cannotfullyor responsiblyuse the eKistingsystem. SDIPcalls for only a 3-5%increase
inthe averageamount of water pumpedtrom the Delta. More significantly.SDIPwill
providethe flexibilityto shiftthe timing of water deliverieswhen surplus is availableand
when environmentallysafe to do so. SDJPis an idealoption for Californiato advance-
it win not requirebuildinga new projector the constructionof major new infrastructure.
And. fundingfor the programbas alreadybeensecured through passage of voter-

. approved bonds in 2000 (Proposition 13).

Importantly,SDIPwin help protect importantDelta environmentalresources.
Specifically,it will help protect fish species inthe Deha channels. At the sametime, by
providingthe state greater flexibilityin how andwhen SDIP operates its systemof
pumps,fish are grantedgreatCl"protections.

Given all these points, SDIP is supportedby a statewide,broad coalition of water,
agriculture,business,planningorganizations,and local governmentofficials including
the AssociationofCalifomia Water Agencies,State WaterContractors,California
Chamberof Commerce,CaliforniaBusinessPropertiesAssociationand the Western
GrowersAssociation.

Water is the lifeblood of California - critical to our f8milies, farms. and businesses. It is
our responsibility to use this precious resource wisely through all possible best
management practices, including water conservation, recycling and storage, to ensure
California's water future. It is imperative that we have a more flexible water delivery
system so that we can continue to accommodate growth in our population and economy
while relying on existing water supplies. '

Again,we stronglysupport SDIP and encoumgeaUkey stakeholdersto help advancethis
criticallyneededproject.

Thankyou.

Jl~
President
Westlands Water District


